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The Chair would also remind Members 

that, pursuant to clause 5 of rule IV, staff is 
prohibited from engaging in efforts in the 
Hall of the House or rooms leading thereto 
to influence Members with regard to the leg-
islation being amended. Staff cannot dis-
tribute handouts. 

In order to enhance the quality of debate 
in the House, the Chair would ask Members 
to minimize the use of handouts. 

8. USE OF ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT ON HOUSE 
FLOOR 

The Speaker’s policy announced on Janu-
ary 27, 2000, as modified by the change in 
clause 5 of rule XVII in the 108th Congress, 
will continue in the 110th Congress. All 
Members and staff are reminded of the abso-
lute prohibition contained in clause 5 of rule 
XVII against the use of a wireless telephone 
or personal computer upon the floor of the 
House at any time. 

The Chair requests all Members and staff 
wishing to receive or send wireless telephone 
messages to do so outside of the Chamber, 
and to deactivate, which means to turn off, 
any audible ring of wireless phones before 
entering the Chamber. To this end, the Chair 
insists upon the cooperation of all Members 
and staff and instructs the Sergeant-at- 
Arms, pursuant to clause 3(a) of rule II and 
clause 5 of rule XVII, to enforce this prohibi-
tion. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain five 1-minute speeches on each 
side. 

f 

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 

(Mr. SALAZAR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam Speaker, the 
administration has turned a projected 
10-year, $5.6 billion surplus into a near-
ly $3 trillion deficit. Over the past 6 
years, America’s debt has climbed 50 
percent to more than $28,000 per per-
son. It is so bad that this administra-
tion has borrowed more money from 
foreign nations than all previous 42 
U.S. Presidents combined. That is the 
fiscal mess that we inherit from the 
109th Congress. 

We believe it is time that we finally 
get our fiscal house in order. Today, we 
will restore the pay-as-you-go rules 
that were instrumental to the budget 
surpluses we experienced in the early 
1990s. Pay-as-you-go budgeting with no 
new deficit spending is a key first step. 
This will reverse the budget deficits 
that are currently passing billions of 
dollars in debt to our children and our 
grandchildren. 

It was wrong to eliminate pay-as- 
you-go in 2002. We need to begin to 
treat our Federal budget in the way 
that working families treat their budg-
ets, and pay-as-you-go is a good first 
step. 

Madam Speaker, I hope that this 
House can act in a bipartisan fashion 
to restore fiscal responsibility to Wash-
ington. 

OLE NUMBER 48—GERALD FORD 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, when 
President Gerald Ford played football 
for Michigan, he was the team’s center 
on offense. He touched the ball on 
every play. The play could not begin 
without Gerald Ford snapping the ball. 
Others on the team, however, the quar-
terback, running back and receivers, 
made all the headlines, but that was 
fine with Gerald Ford. As the center he 
was neither on the right nor the left 
but in the middle of the charge to move 
the ball over the goal line. 

Gerald Ford and Michigan were suc-
cessful. Michigan won two national 
championships. Gerald Ford was of-
fered contracts with NFL teams, such 
as the Detroit Lions. He chose law 
school instead, served in World War II, 
fought in that great war, and was a 
Member of this very House. 

When he became President, ole No. 
48, President Ford, took the ball again, 
but this time on the field of American 
discontent about corruption and war. 
He stayed in the center and once again 
was successful in moving Team Amer-
ica across the goal line of healing and 
hope. 

However, when entering a room, 
President Ford always preferred the 
band not play the traditional Hail to 
the Chief but, rather, the Michigan 
fight song. 

Thank you, President Ford, for play-
ing ball for Team America. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

BRING THE TROOPS HOME 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, 
Congress as a coequal branch of gov-
ernment must be prepared to act to 
bring our troops home from Iraq. Con-
gress must have an exit plan and take 
steps to implement it. President Bush 
has every intention of keeping the 
troops in Iraq through the end of his 
term. However, the money is there to 
bring the troops home now. If Congress 
appropriates more money for Iraq, the 
war will escalate and more troops and 
innocent civilians will die. The Amer-
ican people voted for a new direction. 
That direction is out of Iraq. Let us 
rescue our troops. Let us rescue a do-
mestic agenda. Let us reverse policies 
which have created chaos, massive ci-
vilian casualties and destruction in 
Iraq. Let us reunite the community of 
nations in the cause of stabilizing Iraq. 

The U.S. cannot do this as occupiers 
or as agents of contracting and oil in-
terests. We can do this only once we 
have stated our intention to end the 
occupation. Next week I will be pre-
senting to this Congress a workable 
plan which can enable our Nation to 
bring the troops home, assure an inter-

national peacekeeping force and begin 
to close this perilous chapter in our 
Nation’s history. 

f 

CONGRESS IS ACTUALLY GOING 
TO WORK 5 DAYS A WEEK TO 
MAKE AMERICA BETTER 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, as Demo-
crats take control of Congress this 
week, the American people are going to 
see some stark differences in how we 
run this institution compared to the 
way it has been run for the last 6 years. 

First, the House is actually going to 
be in session 5 days a week most weeks. 
Last year, the Republican Congress 
was known as the do-nothing Congress 
because it met fewer days than any 
Congress in 6 decades. 

Not only is this House going to be in 
session more often, it is actually going 
to do its job while we are here. For 
years, Republican Congresses refused 
to conduct proper oversight of the 
Bush administration, instead choosing 
to rubber-stamp its policies. 

Democrats take oversight responsi-
bility seriously, and are prepared to 
hold this administration accountable 
for its successes and its failures. In 
hearings, we’re going to ask adminis-
tration officials some tough questions 
so that we can make government work 
again for all Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, at a time when our Na-
tion is at war and with so many domes-
tic and international issues that must 
be addressed, the American people 
rightly want us here doing our job. The 
new Democratic Congress will not dis-
appoint. 

On a personal note, as one of the new 
freshmen elected here, America, you 
have a great freshman class, a great 
deal of talent, and I think you can feel 
proud of your new Speaker, Madam 
PELOSI. 

f 

HOUSE DEMOCRATS PLAN TO RE-
STORE DEMOCRACY IN THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SOLIS. Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker, and buenos dias. 

You know, folks, this is the people’s 
House, but for much of the last 6 years, 
House Republican leaders chose to run 
it with an iron hand—one where only 
the voices of the special interests were 
heard in this House. Opposing voices 
were always ignored. 

House Democrats vowed to restore 
democracy in this House and today we 
live up to that promise by committing 
to a fair and democratic process and 
the end of the 2-day workweek. Our 
proposal specifically prohibits holding 
votes open for the sole purpose of af-
fecting the outcome. We all remember 
the Medicare prescription drug vote. I 
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